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MONTANA DEFENSIVE SECONDARY SHAPING UP;
COACH ELWAY IS MILDLY OPTIMISTIC
MISSOULA—
This is the first in a series of articles on different phases of the University of
Montana football team.

This article will be followed by discussions of the defensive

linebackers, defensive line, offensive backfield, and offensive line

by the coaches in

charge of each area.
Jack Elway, first assistant coach at the University of Montana, has had six days in
which to study the defensive backfield hopefuls under his supervision.
His reaction after six days is one of mild optimism coupled with hope for more improve
ment .
"We've got some fine candidates for our defensive backfield, and some good, solid
hitters," Elway said.

"Our overall speed is good, but there is always room for improve

ment in every man."
Elway says the best hitter in his secondary corps is Karl Fiske, a 5-11, 175-pounder
from Laurel and a one-year letterman.
"Karl has been a solid hitter since the first day out, and he has a broken nose to
show for it," Elway said.

Karl would have to be considered a top for a starting spot."

Dan Stimac, a former All-Stater from Great Falls, is a promising sophomore who is
currently on the first defensive team.
"Dan still has some things to learn," Elway commented, "but he's willing to work,
and has already shown much improvement."
Stimac is six feet tall and weighs 190 pounds.
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Defensive Secondary--2--

Gary Smith is a defensive halfback who has two years of experience behind him at
the University.

Last season, Gary notched six interceptions playing as a safety.

"Gary is a good hitter, and has as much desire as anyone on the squad," Elway said.
A newcomer to Grizzly football, Larue Nelson, has settled into a starting berth
at this point in pre-season drills.

The 5-10, 175-pound junior transferred this fall

from Trinidad State JC in Colorado.
"Nelson has excellent speed (9.5 in the 100-yard dash) and reactions," Elway said,
"and he is showing good improvement at defensive halfback."
Another newcomer with plenty of experience is 5-11, 175-pound Mick 0"Neill, who
transferred this fall from Columbia Basin Junior College, where he earned junior college
All-American honors last season.
"Mick's experience will be invaluable to him this year and next year," commented
Elway.

"He would have to be considered a good bet for starting honors, although he is

currently playing on the second team."
Two other transfers, Mace Gray, 5-10, 190 from Trinidad State JC, and Gartha Morgan,
6-0, 175 from Columbia Basin JC, are also top contenders for first team honors.
"Mace has good size and speed, and has shown excellent poise on defense," said Elway.
"Gartha, an All-American JC honorable mention selection last year, has good reactions, is
an excellent hitter, and has all the attributes needed to make him an outstanding defensive
back."
Rounding out the defensive secondary candidates is Frank Lister, a 5-10, 185-pound
sophomore from Boulder, Colo.
"Frank is a contender for starting honors," Elway said, "but he has to improve his
reactions."
Elway said the four starting spots are still up for grabs, and the current big four,
Morgan, Fiske, Stimac and Nelson, could be pushed before the opening game Sept. 16 against
North Dakota.
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